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Upcoming Events
Dec 6th: Maintenance Party (A-J
Families) 9 am - 1 pm
Dec 9th: Business Meeting 7 pm
(Mandatory for ALL Families)

From the Director

Dec 13th: Winter Party 10 am 1 pm

Happy Holidays, Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, Feliz Navidad,

Dec 22nd: Winter Break Begins

İyi Tatiller, Счастливых праздников !

圣诞快乐, EED SA’ED, Joyeux Noel, Happy Kwanzaa, リークリスマス,

Jan 5th: School Resumes

Holiday Care
If you need child care on a
school holiday, please inform
Carla as soon as possible so she
can try to arrange it. There must
be at least 6 children for the
school to open on select
holidays like 12/22,12/29 or
1/19.

January Raffle
Raffle tickets are in! If you do
not sell all of your raffle
tickets please be sure to
return them to Carla or
Brigidan who will redistribute
them to families who wish to
sell more. This is a dollar to
dollar fundraising event. If
you sell all your tickets
individually and turn in $72
payment you will receive $72
credit toward your
fundraising obligation. That
is 100% credit!

Please come join us in celebrating the season of light.
Celebrate your culture and the excitement of the winter festivities on
Saturday, December 13th from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This event is hosted by
the 3y-4y class; each class is asked to participate and bring in something
that reflects your family tradition during this holiday season. Please make
sure to sign up to attend so we will know to expect your family. Our
SPECIAL guest will be arriving by 11:00, so if you’re late you will miss his
visit!
I just love the months of November and December. As I grow older, I
treasure more and more the opportunity to be with our family and friends.
Our family has been blessed this year with three new babies. We now have
four generations that get together. In December, we will have the
opportunity to be together, laugh and make new memories.
I know the stresses of money and time can be overwhelming this time of
the year. But, it is family and friends, who, when we spend time with them,
oﬀer wonderful gifts of laughter and memories that will far out last
anything bought from a store. Our kiddos will remember the laughter and
times with family. For those of you who are far from home, one of the
blessings of our school is that you can make and develop family here with
in our school. I hope your stress is less.
Wishing you peace, joy, love, and laughter this holiday season.

Always, Brigidan
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Teacher Megan and Teacher Norma’s Class - 2/3 year olds

November came and, just as quickly, has passed. We hope that you all had a great Thanksgiving with
family and loved ones. With the children, we talked about leaves and where they come from and what
happens to them in this season. As December approaches, so does the cold and wet weather. The
kiddos will be learning about the coldest season by looking at winter clothes and winter characteristics
that occur during the season. We will also learn about winter holidays and animals that hibernate
during the winter. Since the wet weather is approaching Teacher Norma & I ask that you please dress
the children in warm layers and please if you have some, provide rain boots as we will be trying to allow
the children with outside time and a chance to see and feel the cold weather. We have already started
our parent teacher conferences, but still would like to met with those who we haven’t spoken with.
Please take the time to find a good time in your schedule to sit down with us and discuss your child.
Teacher Norma and I want to thank you for all your help in and out of the classroom. We wish you all
Happy Holidays. Feliz Navidad y Prospero 2015.

Teacher Megan and Teacher Norma

Class Wish List
• Plastic Bags (Safeway or Grocery)

• Munchkin Diaper Genie Refills
• Old Restaurant Menus
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Teacher Sandra -3/4 year olds
November was an incredible month full of learning! We had
special visitors from the community who came to our
school: Dr Nick, the dentist, who taught us proper brushing
techniques, and the Millbrae Fire Department who let us go
inside a real fire truck! We talked about fall and the leaves
changing colors and created art with items found in nature.
We planted our pumpkin seeds and watched them sprout,
we read stories and talked about being thankful, and painted
paper turkeys. For our Thanksgiving feast, we prepared
vegetables for Stone Soup based on our listening book, and
made real butter to spread on our bread.
For December, we will talk about family. We will share about our family traditions, our family tree, and the
season of light. Our art experiences will include snowflakes, dreidels, and animals in the snow. We will have
more cooking experiences and learn new songs. Another exciting part of December is our Family Holiday
Party which our 3 & 4 year old class will be hosting (helping with set-up, clean-up, and art projects) on
Saturday Dec 13th. It will be a fun day filled with good food, holiday crafts, and a special guest. Bring your
family and friends!
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, I would like to thank all the families who have donated items from our class
wish list. Your generosity is very appreciated and is helping to enrich our kiddo’s learning experiences.
Seasons Greetings,

Teacher Sandra

Class Wish List:
Please Note: Due to the cold weather, we have gathered
quite a few unclaimed jackets, coats and sweatshirts in
our Lost & Found in the classroom. Please be sure to
label your child’s belongings and please check if one of
the unclaimed items is your child’s. Thank you!

•
•
•
•

Buttons (Various colors, sizes, designs)
Beige card stock (8-1/2 X 11)
Old Restaurant Menus
Gift Cards (Amazon, Walgreens, Michaels,
Target, Morrisons, Orchard Supply)
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Teacher Brigidan & Teacher Sasha -Pre-K

*WINTER * There is so much excitement in the air!
What are some of the activities or experiences your family enjoys doing? What can you share about
your traditions with us in class? This is a wonderful opportunity to talk with your kiddos about your
traditions, and what you will be doing at your home this season and in the future. We will be sending
home a family tree for you to do with your child.
During the month of Dec we will be talking about our family and the changes of the season.
***WINTER*** What changes in the environment do you see? How should we dress? Rain boots are
always so much fun, if you have some that have been outgrown please consider donating them to us.
We know the kiddos will have a lot on their mind and plans for the month also.
We will continue to have the Second Harvest food barrels until Dec 18. Thank you for the generous
donations that have come in so far.
In November, we read the story Stone Soup with the kiddos and talked about sharing and giving to
others. We even had the opportunity to make soup in class. The kiddos had a blast. We tried to entice
them with ABC pasta in their soup. Did it work?
We hope your JOY is abundant this season!

Teacher Brigidan & Teacher Sasha

Class Wish List
•

iPod Touch

• Radio with cassette and CD player
& iPod Touch adaptor
•

Ball Pump with Needle
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Fundraising
Happy Holidays Everyone!
I hope you all had a fabulous Thanksgiving. I want to thank all of the
wonderful volunteers who helped at Nacho Night and the families that
were able to make it. You all helped to make it a fun, successful night.
We raised $1,073 that will be used to help pay for Coach DeeDee and
Ms. Katie.

Upcoming Fundraising
Opportunities
Jan 13th: Raffle ticket money
and ticket stubs due

Save the Date!
If you have not already, please make sure that you check your family
file for your annual raﬄe tickets. Each family was given 72 tickets to
sell. This is a dollar to dollar fundraising event. If you sell all your
tickets individually and turn in $72 payment you will receive $72 credit
toward your fundraising obligation. That is 100% credit.

Feb 6th: Pasta Dinner & Art
Auction 6 pm - 8 pm
April 11th: Silent Auction &
Casino Night

Tickets can be sold in many ways; individually, $1 each; $5 for 6 tickets
or $10 for 12 tickets. 12 tickets is an entire booklet.
All money and sold ticket stubs can be turned in at any time but needs to be turned in by 1/13/15. Prizes
include a 1 month pass to Being Yoga, 2 tickets to any performance at the San Francisco Ballet, 4 tickets to
the Hiller Aviation Museum, a 1 night stay at Hilton SF Airport plus breakfast for 2, cash prizes, plus many
more. The drawing is held during the January business meeting.

Lastly, I want to make sure that everyone is aware of an important change of date. The Silent
Auction Casino Night has been rescheduled and will take place on Saturday, April 11th, 2015. Please make
sure to update your MNS calendar.
Thank you everyone for helping us have a successful first half of our fundraising year!

Amy Grady

D o n’t f o r g e t w h e n y o u a r e
shopping for your presents this
Ho l i d a y s e a s o n t o g o t o
Smile.Amazon.com!

Thank you to Teacher Sasha and her
mom, Victoria Fuller, for the
wonderful donations to our school.
Please make sure our kiddos are
taking good care of our new toys.

Shop at Smile.Amazon.com and
earn $ for our school! Just select
Millbrae School as your charity
and Amazon will give the school
a portion of the purchase price.
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Holiday Traditions
Here are holiday traditions from a few of our families:
Wells Family - In downtown SF, we take a cable car from the Embarcadero up to the Fairmont Hotel
to see their giant gingerbread house.
Pape-Alaimo Family - We go every year to South San Francisco right of Chestnut to see a
neighborhood where just about every house is decorated from top to bottom with lights, in total it's
probably about 30-40 homes, 2 blocks worth!
Bogni-Rodriguez Family - The Friday after Thanksgiving we have a second dinner with my family who
wasn't present and than get ready and go window shopping in Union Square looking at all the pretty
windows until the tree lighting happens. Then on Saturday we go find our perfect tree and get ready
for Christmas.
Voytovich Family - We always check out a house decked out with lights synchronized to music, right
here in Millbrae at 151 Minorca Way.
Chu-Yoo Family - We put up the tree the day after Thanksgiving. Evan likes to hang the ornaments so
they all stop at the 3 feet mark on the tree. For Christmas dinner my mom makes Chinese sticky rice
and Jason's mom makes Korean BBQ. I trace Evan's hand onto cardboard, write the year and his
wish list on it. I then string it as an ornament on the tree. We will make Evie's first one this Christmas.

How to be a Visitor
When you have kids, visiting other people's houses
can be a nerve wracking experience - especially
when the house you're visiting isn't kid-proof. By
teaching your child how to be a good visitor, you
will have less stress, and more fun visiting others.
These are 5 rules of thumb
(1) Always say, "Hello," and, "Goodbye," to the
host. For extra credit points, all people (not just
kids) should say, "Thank you," to the host.
(2) Always bring something. Even if the host says
that they don't want you to bring something, teach
your kids to bring flowers, a drawing or a card.
(3) Always ask. Unless you're very familiar with
the house you're visiting, show your child the value
of asking. Have them ask if they need food or drink,
have them ask if they want to touch something
valuable, have them ask if they would like to use a
toy or a game. Always ask.

(4) Always eat at the table. Teach your kids that
they need to stay put, so they don't traipse food and
sticky fingers throughout the house.
(5) Always follow the host's lead. If you can see
the host looking bored, tired or uncomfortable, it
might be time to leave. Teach your child to pay
attention to people's faces and body language - only
stay for as long as you're welcome!
Good luck!

School Wish List
Kitchen:
•
A blender
•
hand mixer
•
whisk
•
Over the Range Microwave
Front office:
•
WiFi printer
•
fax machine
•
copy & print paper
• Walgreens or Costco gift cards to pay
for photos for student portfolios
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